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THIRTY GUGGENHEIM MASTERPIECES 
ON EXHIBIT AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM 


An extraordinary exhibition of contemporary painting and sculpture, 
Masterpieces from the Guggenheim Museum, opens to the public at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art on Wednesday, November 15. The show is scheduled to close on 
February 11. 

Museum officials here consider the exhibition so important that a series of 
special gallery talks has been scheduled through Thanksgiving weekend so as to 
enrich viewers' understanding of these masterpieces which are seldom seen outside 
New York, and even there infrequently as a unit. The lectures are scheduled for 
1:30 p.m. and may be extended beyond November 26 depending on their popularity. 

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum is universally noted for its incredibly rich 
collection of modern art and particularly so for its paintings by Wassily 
Kandinsky, a pioneer of abstraction in art. 

The building in which this collection is housed is considered by many to be 
one of the late Frank Lloyd Wright's great architectural monuments. Even so, its 
space limitations are finite, and this, together with an active program of special 
exhibitions makes it impossible to show the entire collection at any given time. 

In Cleveland, on the other hand, the Art Museum's new Education Wing was 
designed by its architect, Marcel Breuer to provide a generous space for special 
exhibitions and at the same time, to release space in two earlier wings for a 
permanent collection covering all periods and cultures. Thus, according to the 
Guggenheim's Director, Thomas Messer, "It seemed reasonable for our two 


institutions to get together on a plan for the Cleveland exhibition. Museum 
directors hate to store important works of art^'* he continued. "If there is a 
way to show an object under good conditions and in a responsible institution, 
that is clearly preferable to keeping it off public view." 

Accordingly, a group of thirty major works came to Cleveland. Some of the 
artists are already represented here and the Guggenheim loans supplement these 
by demonstrating the artist in another period or style. Others are examples of 
artists completely unrepresented in Cleveland. The first category includes works 
of art by Edouard Vuillard, Georges Braque, Piet Mondrian, Paul Klee, Pablo Picasso, 
Gino Severini, Willem De Kooning and Constantin Brancusi. Artists less familiar 
to Cleveland museum-goers include Robert Delaunay, Alexei Jawlensky, Franz Marc, 
Fernand Leger, Marc Chagall, Oskar Kokoschka, Juan Gris, Max Beckmann, Alberto 
Giacometti, Max Ernst, Antoine Pevsner, Jackson Pollock and Francis Bacon. 

In Cleveland, Museum Director Sherman E. Lee said: "We welcome the opportunity 
to be a chief beneficiary of the Guggenheim's generosity .. .at the same time, art 
lovers everywhere should be pleased by this exhibition of masterpieces of modern 
art which can seldom be seen together." 

There will be a preview for Museum members on Tuesday from five to ten-thirty p. 
Mr. Messer is scheduled to speak on the Guggenheim collection at five-thirty in 
the Museum's Gartner auditorium. There is a $1.00 admission for this exhibition and 
a SOq student fee. Museum members are admitted free for the duration of the 
exhibition. As in the past, the Museum's permanent collections are open to the 
public free at all times. 



